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Washington, DC 20506

RE: African Culture Connection Nomination

Dear Colleagues

i am writing in support of African Cultural Connecdon's application for a Youth Program Award.
Its founder, Chades Ahovissi, to my mind is tlle perfect embodiment of how America is constandy
enriched and refteshed bv its newest citizens.

African Culture Connection (ACC) began its association with the Nebraska Arts Council almost a
decade ago when Chades inquired of our agency how he could share the dance and music of his
nadve Benin with the children and adults of Nebraska. The success of his eady school residencies
supported through our Artist in Schools/Communities program has rapidly evolved into a
sophisticated structure of extended contact with after school programs sponsored local social
service otgarizatons and the Omaha Public Schools.

In a shott period of time, Chades has eamed his citizenship and African Culture Connection has
incorporated to firlfill a business model dedicated to providing cultural undetstanding through the
arts of sub Saharan Africa. His passion for education, genuine love of people, skilled practice of
cultural art forms and drive to take advantage of opportunities available to him is a testament to the
work he has invested in becoming an effective teacher.

Charles has proven that through the extensive sequential activities in dance, drumming costuming
and storytelling chil&en of all ethnic and cultural backgtounds beneFrt. As one leader observed,
"The acdve leaming is the best vray to learn and undenand content that can be convoluted vdth
misinterpretation and misinformation." We in Nebtaska feel very fortunate that African Culture
Connection has become oatt of our cultural fabdc.

Best tegards,


